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cotton or cotton other than Upland
cotton shall have the right to demand
and receive from the Cotton Board a
reimbursement of the assessment or
portion of the assessment upon submis-
sion of proof satisfactory to the Board
that the importer paid the assessment
and that the cotton was produced in
the U.S. or is other than Upland cot-
ton. Any such demand shall be made by
the importer in accordance with regu-
lations and on a form and within a
time period prescribed by the Board
and approved by the Secretary. Such
time periods shall provide the importer
at least 90 days from the date of collec-
tion to submit the reimbursement form
to the Board. Any such reimbursement
shall be made within 60 days after de-
mand therefor.

[56 FR 64474, Dec. 10, 1991]

§1205.337 Influencing
action.

No funds collected by the Board
under this subpart shall in any manner
be used for the purpose of influencing
governmental policy or action except
in recommending to the Secretary
amendments to this subpart.

[31 FR 16758, Dec. 31, 1966. Redesignated at 56
FR 64472, Dec. 10, 1991]

governmental

REPORTS, BOOKS, AND RECORDS

§1205.338 Reports.

Each handler and importer subject to
this subpart and importers of de mini-
mis amounts of cotton may be required
to report to the Cotton Board periodi-
cally such information as is required
by regulations, which may include but
not be limited to the following:

(@) Number of bales handled or im-
ported;

(b) Number of bales on which an as-
sessment was collected;

(c) Name and address of person from
whom the handler has collected the as-
sessments on each bale handled or im-
ported;

(d) Date collection was made on each
bale handled or imported.

[56 FR 64474, Dec. 10, 1991]

§1205.339 Books and records.

Each handler and importer subject to
this subpart and importers of de mini-
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mis amounts of cotton shall maintain
and make available for inspection by
the Secretary such books and records
as are necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this subpart and the regula-
tions issued thereunder, including such
records as are necessary to verify any
reports required. Such records shall be
retained for at least two years beyond
the marketing year of their applica-
bility.

[56 FR 64474, Dec. 10, 1991]

§1205.340 Confidential treatment.

All information obtained from such
books, records or reports shall be kept
confidential by all officers and employ-
ees of the Department of Agriculture
and of the Cotton Board, and only such
information so furnished or acquired as
the Secretary deems relevant shall be
disclosed by them, and then only in a
suit or administrative hearing brought
at the direction, or upon the request, of
the Secretary of Agriculture, or to
which the Secretary or any officer of
the United States is a party, and in-
volving this subpart. Nothing in this
§1205.340 shall be deemed to prohibit:

(@) The issuance of general state-
ments based upon the reports of a num-
ber of handlers or importers subject to
this subpart or importers of de minimis
amounts of cotton, which statements
do not identify the information fur-
nished by any person, or

(b) The publication by the direction
of the Secretary, of the name of any
person violating this subpart, together
with a statement of the particular pro-
visions of this subpart violated by such
person.

[56 FR 64474, Dec. 10, 1991]

CERTIFICATION OF COTTON PRODUCER
ORGANIZATION

§1205.341 Certification of cotton pro-
ducer organization.

Any cotton producer organization
within a cotton-producing State may
request the Secretary for certification
of eligibility to participate in nomi-
nating members and alternate mem-
bers to represent such State on the
Cotton Board. Such eligibility shall be
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based in addition to other available in-
formation upon a factual report sub-
mitted by the organization which shall
contain information deemed relevant
and specified by the Secretary for the
making of such determination, includ-
ing the following:

(a) Geographic territory within the
State covered by the organization’s ac-
tive membership;

(b) Nature and size of the organiza-
tion’s active membership in the State,
proportion of total of such active mem-
bership accounted for by farmers, a
map showing the cotton-producing
counties in such State in which the or-
ganization has members, the volume of
cotton produced in each such county,
the number of cotton producers in each
such county, and the size of the organi-
zation’s active cotton producer mem-
bership in each such county;

(c) The extent to which the cotton
producer membership of such organiza-
tion is represented in setting the orga-
nization’s policies;

(d) Evidence of stability and perma-
nency of the organization;

(e) Sources from which the organiza-
tion’s operating funds are derived;

(f) Functions of the organization; and

(g) The organization’s ability and
willingness to further the aims and ob-
jectives of the act.

The primary consideration in deter-
mining the eligibility of an organiza-
tion shall be whether its cotton pro-
ducer membership consists of a suffi-
ciently large number of cotton pro-
ducers who produce a relatively signifi-
cant volume of cotton to reasonably
warrant its participation in the nomi-
nation of members for the Cotton
Board. Any cotton producer organiza-
tion found eligible by the Secretary
under this §1205.341 will be certified by
the Secretary, and the Secretary’s de-
termination as to eligibility is final.

[31 FR 16758, Dec. 31, 1966. Redesignated and
amended at 56 FR 64472, 64474, Dec. 10, 1991]

§1205.342 Certification of cotton im-
porter organizations.

Any importer organization may re-
quest the Secretary for certification of
eligibility to participate in nominating
members and alternate members to
represent cotton importers on the Cot-
ton Board. Such eligibility shall be
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based, in addition to other available in-
formation, upon a factual report sub-
mitted by the organization which shall
contain information deemed relevant
and specified by the Secretary for the
making of such determination, includ-
ing the following:

(a) Nature and size of organization’s
active membership, proportion of total
active membership accounted for by
cotton importers and the total amount
of cotton imported by the organiza-
tion’s cotton importer members;

(b) The extent to which the cotton
importer membership of such organiza-
tion is represented in setting the orga-
nization’s policies;

(c) Evidence of stability and perma-
nency of the organization;

(d) Sources from which the organiza-
tion’s operating funds are derived;

(e) Functions of the organization;
and

(f) The organization’s ability and
willingness to further the aims and ob-
jectives of the Act.

The primary consideration in deter-
mining the eligibility of an organiza-
tion shall be whether its membership
consist of a sufficient large number of
cotton importers who import a rel-
atively significant volume of cotton to
reasonably warrant its participation in
the nomination of members for the
Cotton Board. Any importer organiza-
tion found eligible by the Secretary
under this §1205.342 will be certified by
the Secretary, and the Secretary’s de-
termination as to eligibility is final.

[56 FR 64475, Dec. 10, 1991]
MISCELLANEOUS

§1205.343 Suspension and termi-

nation.

(a) The Secretary will, whenever the
Secretary finds that this subpart or
any provision thereof obstructs or does
not tend to effectuate the declared pol-
icy of the Act, terminate or suspend
the operation of this subpart or such
provision.

(b) The Secretary may conduct a ref-
erendum at any time, and shall hold a
referendum on request of 10 percent or
more of the number of cotton pro-
ducers and importers (if subject to the
Order) voting in the most recent ref-
erendum, to determine whether cotton



